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him to remember that in the East the system of Purdah, together with the machinations of superstition, make original investigation very difficult, however good one's linguistic powers may be.
In Northern India the native has a curious method of prophesying the sex of the unborn child : for at the seventh month many relations gather at the house of the future mother, and then a few drops of milk are squeezed out of her breasts on to a piece of yellow cloth; if, when it dries, it is white, a girl will be born; if yellow it will be a boy.
Child-birth itself is a great occasion, fraught with many superstitions ; so perhaps an account of such an incident will not be out of place.
Immediately after the birth of the child the mother is given a small piece of metal copper to swallow, called 
